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Big Bay 
Ex 2:1-10 

 Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became pregnant and gave birth 
to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. 3 But when she could hide 
him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child 
in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4 His sister stood at a distance to see what would 
happen to him.  

5 Then Pharaoh's daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along 
the river bank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her slave girl to get it. 6 She opened it and saw 
the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. "This is one of the Hebrew babies," she said.  

7 Then his sister asked Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse 
the baby for you?"  

8 "Yes, go," she answered. And the girl went and got the baby's mother. 9 Pharaoh's daughter said 
to her, "Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you." So the woman took the baby and nursed 
him. 10 When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son. She named 
him Moses, saying, "I drew him out of the water."  
NIV 
Heb 11:23-28 

23 By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no 
ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.  

24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 25 
He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short 
time. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because 
he was looking ahead to his reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered 
because he saw him who is invisible.  NIV 

 
Moses.  One of the greatest leaders Israel ever had—a prophet who spoke to the people for God and 

spoke to God for the people.  He headed up a motley crew of some 2 million cantankerous, difficult, 
complaining people whom God called ‘his own’ and led them out of Egypt to Canaan.  He was called the 
meekest man above all others—humble. (Num. 12:3)  and he appeared in conversation with Jesus at his 
transfiguration (Matt. 17:2-3 

His birth and early life were incredibly difficult with Pharaoh threated by the successful and 
flourishing Israelites.  He was supposed to be killed with the other baby boys but his mother couldn’t bear 
to lose him, so contrived to have one of Pharaoh’s daughters hear him crying.  Her maternal instincts carried 
the day.  The princess saved his life, hired Moses’ mother to nurse him and bring him up until he could go to 
live in the palace.   

There he received all the sophisticated education and polish that Egyptian royalty had to offer.  Acts 
7:22 says  "And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds"  
NKJV). What did that involve? Egypt had a highly developed civilization for its time, particularly in the areas 
of engineering, mathematics, and astronomy. Thanks to their knowledge of astronomy, they developed an 
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amazingly accurate calendar, and their engineers planned and supervised the construction of edifices that 
are still standing. 1 

As he grew older he began to realize that the Egyptians were not kind to Israelites.  One day, 
watching some building go on, he saw one of the slaves being beaten.  He couldn’t stand it and he beat the 
overseer to death.  He quickly buried the body, hoping that no one saw but they had.  The next day, as he 
was condemning a couple Hebrews for fighting, a man asked :  “Who made you ruler and judge over us?  
Are you going to kill us like you did that Egyptian?”   

Pharaoh heard about it and tried to kill Moses who fled for his life. 
Moses fled to Midain—250 or 300 miles due east to the Sinai, stayed with a family, married and 

settled down as a shepherd.  He was 40 years old. 
The desert is a metaphor for isolation, for ‘doing nothing’ and you wonder why his life was saved 

when he sits out on a rock and just watches stubborn  sheep. 
You know the story—Moses is  tending sheep near Horab, when he sees a strange sight—a bush that 

burned but didn’t burn up.  Fire would have been a crisis.  He would have needed to get the large flock to 
safety but this bush didn’t set anything else on fire making Moses very curious about the enigma. 

He went over to see this unusual event only to have God call to him—“Moses!  Moses!” 
--an uneventful life, everything sort of ordinary, nothing going on—watch out!  God is working!  God is 
calling, “Moses!  Moses!” 
 He answers, “Here I am.” 
 God’s call always demands an answer and the prayer of our hearts is that we will say, “Here I am.” 
 God said, “Don’t come any closer but take off your sandals for the place where you are standing is 
holy ground.”  Then he said,” I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, and Isaac and Jacob.” 
 Moses was scared to death and hid his face. 
 God went on, ”I have seen the misery of my people in Egypt.  I have heard them crying out because 
of their slaved drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering.  I have come down to rescue them from the 
Egyptians and bring them out of that land into a land flowing with milk and home….so now …I am sending 
you.” 
 God must have a sense of humor.  He takes a murderer, a really old man—80 years old, who hasn’t 
been doing anything significantly for 40 years except sit around and watch sheep eat grass.  God wants this 
man to deliver the Israelites from the Egyptians. 
 It’s even more surprising because Moses says, “Uh Uh…..Not me!  I can’t talk!” Scholars think he 
stuttered.  We don’t know.  We do know he wasn’t a facile public speaker. 
 God!?  What on earth on your doing? What are you up to?  

 God’s perfect plan was being put into action. 
 He was taking a highly educated man—trained in the Egyptian graduate school and so able to talk to 
Pharaoh and not only be understood but respected.  

God had protected him by a close relationship with his mother and father so that he knew God. 
 God had sent him to Midian—near Mt. Sinai where he learned desert life—all the ins and outs of arid 
living, and in the exact location where the Children of Israel would camp for nearly a year at the base of the 
mountain.  It would be there that  God gave them law, talked to Moses face to face and instructed him in 
the design and building of the tabernacle—a tent to be used for worship.  Of course this was no ordinary 
tent but made of beautiful fabrics and metals that had come from the Egyptians when they left Egypt.  Their 

                                                      
1 (from The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All 

rights reserved.). 
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neighbors had been so desperate to get rid of them that they pressed jewels and riches on them urging 
them to just get out! 
 God put him in charge of obstinate, complaining stubborn people—identical to those sheep he had 
herded for 40 years! 
 And in mercy, God gave Moses a friend—his brother Aaron who was an orator and could speak the 
words, the message God had for Pharaoh.  Everyone needs a partner in this world and Moses would have 
Aaron. 
 God did it perfectly. 
 And of course, I speak of the elephant in the room—a pastor for this church—someone who has 
been shaped and prepared, taught and formed by the hand of God for this work.  We do not know if the 
present candidate is The One and we must pray for discerning and clarity to know the will of God. 
 My guess is, this person will not be what we expect—brown hair combed from left to right, well 
built, brilliant but not proud, being young with 50 years’ experience, soft spoken but able to be heard well 
without a microphone; patient and long suffering, always cheerful, a conservative evangelical who doesn’t 
criticize my theology, working 80 hours a week for $1.00 an hour….you know what I mean. 
 God has great love and concern for this congregation.  He has been planning a long time for the right 
person as pastor. And so we pray. 
 But there are other lessons—for each of us to hear God’s call for service, work that is uniquely yours 
or mine, work for which we have been prepared in unique ways— 
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–to be better grandparents, to be models of God’s grace in the business where you might work, to be a 
congregation that exhibits God’s love for one another, to be a dishwasher or hauler of garbage after 
Fellowship Hour, to  Sesh’ or Deac’ wisely and well.  We are called to serve him!  Our answer should be a 
joyous, “Here I am!” 
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 We all need to learn new humility.  God keep us from thinking that we know everything and how to 
do ‘it’-whatever that is—best! Keep us humble. 
 And prayer.  Moses was a ‘talker’ to God—wanting to know his will, wanting comfort when the 
Israelites were troublesome, wisdom—for when the Israelites were troublesome—which they were all the 
time!  Be a ‘talker’ with God—listen to his voice and obey his word. 

God is looking for ‘little Moses-s’ who will be his representatives wherever they go.  Amen.  And 
Amen. 
  


