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Celebrating the Church 
 
Today we will celebrate The Church.  We will try to remember what has happened in the last 
10 years—and it’s a lot! 

Why remember?— 
David the psalmist says it is to thank the Lord and praise the Lord for what he has done. The children 

of Israel were told to always remember how God brought them out of Egypt and carried them ‘on eagles’ 
wings and brought them to himself.’  (Exodus 19:4) Remembering that awesome event helped them to trust 
God in the ordinary-nesses of life, when they might doubt that God cared. 

We remember that he sent his Son to die for us on the cross that ‘whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.’  (John 3:16)  It means heaven for all who trust in him and that’s a pretty 
good thing to be thankful for. 

We remember so that we don’t do wrong things again.  Hopefully we will learn from mistakes. 
In remembering we learn to improve on what was good but could have been better. 
We remember to simply savor the joy of good and beautiful experiences. 
I tried to make a list—I left much out that the church has done for years before I came.  What do you 

remember from the last 10 years? 
I came 10 years ago—in fact I was installed on August 18th, 2006.  I was charmed by the beautiful 

building and the gorgeous area around big Bay.  I loved those people I first got to know—Dorothy, Dan and 
Marti. Laurie.  You have made my time here rich and sweet and good. 

It is true that we have sung together—guitars have given variety to organ and piano.  You sing 
wonderfully well and more and more it feels like you dedicate it to the Lord. 

Elders have been liturgists and read Scripture.  Deacons have prepared communion and seen that 
emergencies in the community received their attention and care. 

Darlene spoke to me about serving food at Room At The Inn—what a gracious ministry that is! 
You have faithfully done your work—cooked and served the Harvest Dinner—for so many years! You 

are great cooks!  Fellowship Hour is treasured by the congregation and you make wonderful food to share. 
“Things’ just got done—dishes washed and put away, gardens weeded, the sanctuary tidied up after 

worship. I remember a terrible storm and flood the day of the Harvest Dinner.  I found Darlene mopping the 
floor and felt great distress that she, who had been up since 5 or 6 a.m., working hard, had to deal with 
water pouring in the ramp and no electricity.  “No problem!” she said.  No problem!?  “The turkeys are all 
cooked,’ she said.  ‘We’ll eat by candlelight.”  We didn’t have to.  The lights came on about 4 p.m. and the 
dinner proceeded normally but I will never forget, ‘no problem.’ So many times when things seemed 
impossible, someone would say, ‘No problem.’ 

We did some drama.  Linda often had imaginative covers for the bulletin, as did Marian.  I would 
forget the key I was playing the hymn in and you teased me one April Fools’ Day. 

One of the greatest achievements is financial—you have paid off $30,000 in debt, remodeled the 
kitchen to the tune of about $70,000.  I believe the original loan was for $250, 000 but by Aug. of 2008, the 
debt on the building was down some to $235, 812. 83.  To date you have paid off  $119, 564. 01 leaving a 
balance of $115, 248, 82. on the building loan  (not a mortgage but a commercial bank loan.)!!!   In other 
words you have paid off more than 219 thousand dollars on debt, done ministry, taken care of the poor, 



paid a pastor and a book keeper a treasurer, and custodian, built a garden, maintained the church building 
in excellent shape,  etcetc.  A small church can’t do that—and you did!. 

Jeff and Mary Ellen have worked with the financial books until they are absolutely in order and 
according to CPA’s are ‘clean’—and the records are transparent.  It is an enormous achievement.  The 
auditors beg to be on the committee because auditing is simple and Mary Ellen serves wonderful goodies!   

The church is self-supporting!  Bills are paid on time and there is no worry. 
If you are faithful to the Lord in your giving, the church will thrive. 
This money business is a big deal.  We are called to be true in all that we do.  The books have to be 

honest and transparent.  It is who we are as Christians.  We pay what we owe in a timely manner.  We don’t 
waste money because there are the poor and the needy who need help; the gospel needs to go out to a 
dying world—and wasted money prevents that.  I commend you. 

There is grace and a good kind of peace which is always fragile unless each of you is loving and 
forgiving—in spite of people’s foibles.  You have learned to love each other and it shows to those who come 
here and to those you interact with in your neighborhood and town.  Loving each other is compelling  in a 
world that is dying for the love of Christ, to be lived out through ordinary people. 

God has blessed exceedingly.  Remember with joy and thanksgiving.  Keep on learning the hard 
lessons of trust as you go forward into a whole new era of ministry. 
  



  



Session: 
Be the session!  Rule. 
Kathy Howay 
open and close the church on Sunday 
mail—always 2 eyes—Dorothy get the mail.  Mary Ellen gets bills.  Checks go in the offering. 
 or Pastor Sudi gets the mail if she lives in town, sees that ME gets bills. 
Request make a CD in the next month or so on the piano. 
Help Pastor Sudi settle in. 
I recommend that she be on the EMT team. 
Need another Deacon or 2. 
Tim and Cheryl. 
 
 


