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1 Sam 7:10, 12-13 

10 While Samuel was sacrificing the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to engage Israel in 
battle. But that day the Lord thundered with loud thunder against the Philistines and threw them into such a 
panic that they were routed before the Israelites. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, 
"Thus far has the Lord helped us." 13 So the Philistines were subdued and did not invade Israelite territory 
again.  NIV 

 
The time of this Scripture is the time of the ‘judges’—before the people of Israel had a king.  They 

had escaped from Egypt, wandered in the wilderness for 40 years, crossed the Jordan into Canaan—or what 
we know as Israel and immediately found people who did not welcome them.  (surprise!) 
 The judges were prophets and generals as the Israelites fought their way west.   Philistines, living  in 
the center of the land and  extending to the coast proved to be especially difficult.  The western section is 
the area we call Gaza and enemies to Israel still inhabit the area. 
 The Israelites have fought a battle and lost.  Samuel built an altar of stone to the Lord and they 
worshiped, in grief and in the middle of much struggle.  They immediately went into battle and won—and 
Samuel built an altar of stone to the Lord and they worshiped. 
 Samuel called this altar ‘Ebenezer’ meaning—‘hitherto has the Lord helped us’ –or,’ the Lord has 
brought us to this place.’ 
 Rocks are markers all the way through the Bible—to remember special events, like the crossing of 
the Jordan, or as a witness that the people would obey the Lord (Joshua 24:25-27) 
 I’ve often talked about rocks and about how God leads us…and how we should have  markers that 
remind us of God’s leading and guiding.  It is easy to forget.  it is easy to doubt later that the Lord had meant 
this for us.  Rocks become hard, permanent reminders that God is working and has worked for our blessing 
and will continue to be with us. 
 God has brought us—you and me—to this moment.  He wants to bless, to strengthen, to give 
courage and joy for what has gone before and to bless what is to come.  And so we will mark it with 
stones—that you will take as you leave—markers to remember that God is faithful as he has been in the 
past and goes with you every step of this new adventure with a new pastor.  So let us praise Him as we go. 
(For those who were not at the service, get your own pebble or marker for this day, as a place God has led 
you.) 
 Hymn:  Come Thou Fount of Every blessing 
  Here I raise my Ebenezer, Hither by thy help I’m come. 
  And I hope by thy good pleasure Safely to arrive at home. 
  Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wandering from the fold of God, 

He, to rescue me from danger, Bought me with His precious blood. 
O to grace how great a debtor  Daily I’m constrained to be! 

  Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. 
  Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,  Prone to leave the God I love. 
  Here’s my heart or take and seal it,  Seal it for thy courts above. 
       Robert Robinson 
   
 



    Prayer:  Part II 
Col 1:9-13 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking 
God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10 And we 
pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit 
in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to 
his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12 giving thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. NIV 

Listen to the words as translated by Eugene Peterson: 
 Be assured that from the first day we heard of you, we haven't stopped praying for you, asking God 

to give you wise minds and spirits attuned to his will, and so acquire a thorough understanding of the ways 
in which God works. 10 We pray that you'll live well for the Master, making him proud of you as you work 
hard in his orchard. As you learn more and more how God works, you will learn how to do your work. 11 We 
pray that you'll have the strength to stick it out over the long haul — not the grim strength of gritting your 
teeth but the glory-strength God gives. It is strength that endures the unendurable and spills over into joy, 
12 thanking the Father who makes us strong enough to take part in everything bright and beautiful that he 
has for us.  (THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language by Eugene H. Peterson) 

 
The coming of a new pastor is an important event in the life of a church and so I would urge you—

love her! 
A congregation makes a pastor by thoughtfulness, loving care, appreciation, hearing the Word of 

God as read and preached and being obedient to the Word.  As you hear and obey, so the pastor becomes a 
better preacher and better pastor. You become a better congregation in love and grace and ministry.  
Nothing is static.  God means for you and the pastor to be ‘becoming’ -- molded into the image of Christ. 

You have helped me preach by listening during the preaching.  That is a great honor.  I have wanted 
to preach better and if that happened it is because we prayed that it might be so. 

Now I leave with you Colossians 1.  It has been a mainstay in my heart for you. 
I have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will. 
It is interesting.  We may pray for that and when it comes often say, “Oh, Lord, you can’t mean 

that!”  If you pray God answers and gives you his will.  You can be surprised but there it is—take it with 
thanksgiving. 

You find his will through prayer and reading God’s Word which gives spiritual wisdom and 
understanding.  You don’t need a Mensa brain for that.  All you need to do is read and do. 

I pray that you will not stop living a life worthy of the Lord, pleasing him in every way.—a life worthy 
of his life and death for you, a life worthy of his extraordinary love for you.  That is the mark of a Christian 
and the mark of a great church—not numbers or a fancy building.  It is the mark  of God’s love that oozes 
out of every pore of a Christian.  You know that garlic is excreted from the skin and the lungs.  If you’ve 
eaten garlic, you can’t deny it!  So it should be with the love of God coming out of every pore, as it were. 

You will please him by bearing fruit—individually and as a congregation—the fruit is listed in 
Galatians 5:22   But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 
gentleness and self-control.   NIV  The world is dying to find a fellowship of people who love, are filled with 
joy and peace, who are patient with one another, who are kind, good,  and yes, faithful—who hang in there, 
no matter how hard the work or how difficult the issues might be.  who don’t quit because” I don’t like this 
or that.”  So bear fruit as the Holy Spirit works in your lives. 

  You will be strengthened with all power according to his glorious might. Ask the Holy Spirit for 
strength.  He will give you more than enough to run a marathon, more than enough to throw the shot put 
80 feet, more than enough to be and do the work of being a fellowship here.  Jesus said if we remained in 
him and his words remained in us, he would give us what we ask. John 15:7 He will give you the strength to 
be the People of God. 



The road  may not be grand but simple and will probably have its ups and down.  Christ’s strength is 
given to you so that you have great endurance and patience. (Oh, how much we need patience!) 

I pray that the Lord will give you great joy.  Joy is always a choice as well as the outcome of having 
the Holy Spirit’s power and grace and strength.  You can choose to enjoy this coming change in the life of 
the church or you can stand back and wait, criticize, not commit yourself to this body of believers.  Choose 
commitment to be glad as you express your gratitude to the Lord for His good gifts. 

Let us pray: 
“Heavenly Father, I pray now for these people whom you love.  Jesus prayed for us, here, when he 

said, “My prayer is not for the disciples only but also for those who will believe in me through their 
message. My prayer is that they will be one and may they be brought into complete unity. Sanctify them by 
the truth of your word. Protect them from the evil one   (John 17) 

Guard them, keep them, fill them full of your joy so that they will be your witnesses wherever they 
go.  I pray for Pastor Sudi that her ministry will bear much fruit and that together these people and their 
pastor will be an example to the world of your love. 

And so we pray together, in the words you taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  Hallowed by Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen 
 

 
  


